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Country Profile

Finnish paper trade threatens forest survival

Finnish forestry: Destroying

forests, destroying livelihoods

Finland is the only European Union country where the IUCN red-listed flying squirrel (Pteromys volans) is found.
Benjam Pontinen © Naturepl.com

Throughout the world, ancient forests! are in crisis. Some 80% of the original ancient forest
cover is already degraded or destroyed. As part of its campaign to save the world’s remaining
ancient forests Greenpeace is carrying out investigations into forest products companies
involved in illegal, destructive and abusive activities, and calling on consumers, trading
partners and governments to stop their role in driving this unscrupulous industry.

While the threat to the world’s ancient tropical forests is well known, the threat to the last
remnants of ancient forest in Europe are just as pressing. Even in a wealthy, forest-rich
nation like Finland, industrial logging is jeopardising the survival of the country’s last
ancient — or old-growth — forests. These forests are crucial for maintaining biodiversity and
the traditional livelihoods of the indigenous Sami communities. In Finland, these old-growth
forests — forests that are in or close to their natural state - are located largely in the north
and east of the country (see Map 1). Comprising at most 5 percent of the country’s 20
million hectares of forest, these high conservation value forests (HCVFs) support hundreds
of species including the IUCN red-listed flying squirrel (Pteromys volans), the Siberian jay
(Perisoreus infaustus) and the three-toed woodpecker (Picoides tridactylus).

Despite the calls from scientists and conservationists for increased levels of protection for
these endangered old growth and high conservation-value forests? (HCVFs), the Finnish
government continues to log these rare and vulnerable habitats, driven by demand from the
country’s massive international paper industry.
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Greenpeace demonstration in Finnish
state-owned old-growth forest in
northeastern Finland, January 2002.
© Greenpeace/Liimatainen

“With the pace of old-
growth logging in Finland
today it seems clear that
many endangered species
as well as species typical
of old-growth forests will
continue to decline. ... It
is likely that there are
tens of thousands, if not
hundreds of thousands,
of occurrences of
threatened species in
these areas.”

Mariko Lindgren,

The Finnish Biodiversity
Research Programme FIBRE,
Academy of Finland/ University
of Helsinki, January 21 2002

1 Ancient forests are defined here as the
world’s remaining forests that are shaped
largely by natural events and are little
impacted by human activities. Finland's
remaining fragments of ancient forest are
generally referred to as ‘old-growth’ forests.

2 Old-growth forests are included within
Finland’s range of High Conservation Value
Forests (HCVFs). High Conservation Value
Forests are defined by the Forest Stewardship
Council as possessing one or more of a
number of critical attributes such as:
containing globally, regionally or nationally
significant concentrations of biodiversity
values; containing rare, threatened or
endangered ecosystems; meeting basic
needs of global communities. The Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) is currently the
only international certification and labeling
system that uses globally endorsed ecological
performance standards, ensures a traceable
chain-of-custody from production to final
consumption and brings together a broad
range of environmental, social and economic
stakeholder interests.
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The threat of logging: paper industry drives forest destruction

Paper is big business in Finland. In fact, the country is responsible for one quarter of the
world’s printing and writing paper exports, and for one sixth of its paperboard exports.3

Fuelling this massive paper industry is the Finnish forest industry — one of the most intensive
in the world. As a result, Finland’s forests — including its remaining old-growth fragments# -
are being destroyed by clearcutting, forest thinning, road construction and ditching of soils.
The result is the severe and extensive fragmentation of natural habitat and significant
changes in microclimate — with severe implications for hundreds of forest-dependent species.

Old-growth forests in the north of Finland are also fundamental to the livelihoods of many
indigenous Sami’$ and other Finnish people who herd reindeer in these forests; livelihoods
which are severely impacted by industrial logging.

Key players in the scandal: the government, the paper dealers and the
European markets.

Metsahallitus: Logging old-growth forest

The key figures driving the destruction of Finland’s endangered old-growth forests are the
Finnish government (via Metsihallitus), the international paper manufacturers that buy
from Metsdhallitus, and the customers of these producers.

While much of Finland’s productive forest (around 62 percent) is in the hands of private
landowners, the vast majority of its valuable old-growth is owned by the state and logged by
the state-owned logger Metsihallitus. Metsihallitus’ logging practices include clearcutting,
logging in habitats of threatened and vulnerable species and logging in areas of special scenic
or cultural value — including in areas which are critical for indegenous Sami peoples reindeer
herding.

Finnish paper giants: Buying destruction

Producing around 4.5 million cubic meters of softwood annually, Metsdhallitus is
responsible for almost 10 percent of the commercial roundwood production from Finland’s
forests.” Recent Greenpeace investigations have revealed a number of companies buying
old-growth timber from Metsihallitus, but the great majority goes to Finland’s three
international paper manufacturers, Stora Enso, UPM-Kymmene and M-Real, via the
companies’ respective mills in Oulu, Kemijirvi, Veitsiluoto, Kajaani and Kemi.

The export market: fuelling destruction

The 3 Finnish paper producers StoraEnso, UPM-Kymmene and M-real supply well over 90%
of the country’s paper producing capacity, while over 90% of all paper produced in Finland
is shipped to export markets.8 Together, these three companies supply to the majority of
Europe’s large paper users, their customers including publishers, printing houses, packaging
producers and paper retailers. Recent figures show that the largest importers of Finnish pulp
and paper products are Germany (20.5%) and the UK (14.7%), followed by Asia (7.6%),
North America (7.3%), France (6.9%), Spain (5.9%), Belgium-Luxembourg (4.9%),
Netherlands (4.0%), Italy (3.6%) and Sweden (2.9%).°

The main customers of Finnish old-growth include major players of the European paper
industry such as the publishing houses Bertelsmann (Mohndruck/Gruner & Jahr) and Axel
Springer in Germany, R.R. Donnelly in Poland, VUM Media in Belgium, IPC and EMAP in
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Intact Old-growth forest in Finland
(Kainuu region) 2002.© Greenpeace

Old-growth forest destruction in Finland
(Kainuu region) 2002. © Greenpeace

“All somewhat natural old-
growth forests should be left
outside of industrial logging
if the aim is to prevent the
mass extinction of species.”
Ikka Hanski, Professor of Ecology,
University of Helsinki, 1999

“Living forests form a
central part of Sami culture.
Old-growth forests are of
crucial importance for
reindeer herding and should
not be logged for pulp mills
under any circumstances.”
Pekka Aikio, President of the
Finnish Sami Parliament, 2002

”In spite of protection
programmes and Landscape
Ecological Planning, the
total amount of old-growth
forest species habitat will
decrease in the future and
reach a point below the
estimated critical
thresholds...”

The Naljdnkd LER, Metséhallitus,
Feb 7th 2000

“All primary fibre has to
fulfil strict environmental
criteria as to harvesting.”
Jukka Harmala, CEO Stora Enso,
Feb 2001
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the UK, Ringier in Switzerland, Mondadori Printing in Italy. Also, major stationary product
suppliers, like the German Herlitz and AWA Couvert, the Swedish Bong Group, the copy
paper suppliers OCE (NL) and Canon (Japan) and leading packaging producers like SCA
(Sweden), Roba (Germany) and Duropack (Austria).

Any company buying from these Finnish paper giants should therefore be aware that it may
be contributing to the destruction of Europe’s remaining old-growth forests and to the
decimation of the biological and cultural diversity these forests support.

Pulp Fiction

While the scientific and other expert evidence points firmly towards a need for further forest
protection (see Box 1) — and an immediate stop to all logging in state-owned old-growth
forest — Metsdhallitus and the rest of the forest products industry justify their actions using
corporate greenwash19, making misleading claims and continue to engage in negotiations
through a ‘talk and log’ process.

Box 1: Expert opinion on Finland’s forests and their protection

“The effects of forest management are the most significant cause of the endangerment
of species in Finland.”
Finnish Ministry of Environment, October 2000

Expert opinion on the current conservation status of Finland’s forests reveals that:

e Finnish Environment Institute (2000): ‘Neither the number nor the total area of
protected forest areas in Finland is ecologically sufficient to conserve its biodiversity

in the future’

® University of Helskinki (1999): “Unless all near natural, old-growth forests are
protected from industrial logging, then mass extinction of species is likely’11

o Metsihallitus (1999-2000): ‘Planned activities of Metsihallitus in the north and east
of Finland will result in the continued fragmentation of old-growth forests and the

loss of biodiversity’

e Finnish Environment Institute (1999): ‘Present reserve network needs to be enlarged
and that the old-growth forests in northern and eastern Finland should be protected’

® Kainuu Regional Environment Centre (2002): “The fragmentation of forest landscapes
and decreasing of dead wood caused by forestry is still threatening the survival of species
living in old-growth forests’

Finland Resumes its destruction of Old-growth forests

Metsihallitus had initiated a moratorium on logging in the last of Finland’s old growth
forests in late June 2003, but by mid-August, the moratorium was first cancelled in the

Sami area where Metsahallitus announced it will soon start logging in several areas crucial
for reindeer herding livelihood of the indigenous Sami people. Furthermore, they are initially
planning to log in at least 50 more areas of old-growth forests located in Northern and
Eastern Finland this fall. These areas include habitats of red-listed species and forests
identified by governmental research authority as important areas for protection of
ecological values.
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Young tengmal owl in Hameenvaara old
growth forests Municipality ofTaivalkoski
© Greenpeace / Hélttd

Log pile of ancient forest timber,
(Kuurnanvaara Municipality of
Suomussalmi) marked for Stora Enso,
March 2003.© Greenpeace / Liimatainen

3 Finnish Forest Industries Federation
website (17.03.03 a, b)

4 Despite its tens of millions of hectares
of productive forest (i.e.: forest capable of
yielding at least 1 cubic meter per hectare
each year) logging still takes place in Finland’s
increasingly threatened old-growth forest.

5 The Fennoscandia region’s remaining
indigenous people, the Sami, live in the
northern parts of Sweden, Finland and
Norway as well as the Murmansk region
of Russia.

6 Greenpeace (2001) Anything goes? Report
on PEFC certified Finnish forestry.

7 In 2001 Metsahallitus produced 4,629,000
cubic meters of wood, representing 8.7
percent of Finland’s roundwood loggings that
year. Finnish Forest Research Institute (2002)

8 Finnish Forest Industries Federation
website (17.03.03 c).

9 These figures from 2000 are in terms

of value.

Finnish Forest Research Institute (2001b);
Finnish Forest Industries Federation (2001).

10 Metsahallitus and the paper giants make
much of the fact that Finnish forests have
been certified by the industry driven forest
certification scheme FFCS (Finnish Forest
Certification System) claiming environmental
credibility as a result. A survey of 55 FFCS-
certified forestry operations found more than
30 examples of logging or plans for logging in
old-growth forest and several more in HCVFs-
including areas that are critical to developing
an effective forest protection network in
southern Finland. Almost all operations

were found to be ignoring the presence of
threatened species; some also posed a serious
threat to the economic and cultural survival of
the Sami. Greenpeace and Finnish Nature
League (2001)

11 Hanski | (1999) Article in Helsingin
Sanomat, 09.01.99
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Metsihallitus continues destructive logging in some areas and are planning more destrucive

activities in many areas despite their commitment to a discussion process with
environmentalists to solve the problem of old-growth forest logging.

The Finnish paper industry has announced that it supports the discussion process, which
aims to protect old-growth forests. However this same industry has not set any conditions
for the discussions and its possible results, and it continues to buy timber logged in the
contentious areas.

Nature Needs Protection

Greenpeace campaigns to protect the world’s biological diversity and promote their
ecological and socially responsible use. Immediate logging moratorium must be
implemented in the remaining old-growth forests in Finland, according to clearly

defined maps, until an effective plan for establishing protected areas and areas of High
Conservation Value has been completed as a first step in sustainable regional development.
Greenpeace is calling on customers of Stora Enso, UPM-Kymmene and M-Real to insist
that these paper producers immediately terminate contracts for old-growth timber with
Metsihallitus and phase out all timber derived from intact ancient forests and other
HCVFs unless strict conservation safeguards are in place.12

World governments are recognizing the need to protect more of the world’s threatened
biological diversity, including Ancient Forests. At the Convention on Biological Diversity
conference in February 2004 they need to make a stronger commitment to protecting and
safeguarding the future of life on earth. Such a commitment will provide an impetus for
the Finnish government to protect the last of its old growth forests.

K
[ 5 + | W
'Y . T
£
. cities ¥ B sadoski
= Railioads. 5 -
— Roads
Rivers
B Unprotected old-growth forests Fa
I Protected old-growth forests -
Kemi & A
-
.. L )
Oulu o
r [
X |
e
Kajaani |
. Witmo_ o
g
=
Veasa
.. &
Kuopio
oo '
Soensuu
skl
i
Pori
L ! —
Tampere
Rauma
Lahti Imatra
- Kouvola,
Tkl &
Kotia
Helsinki
030 6 % 120150 Kiometess ’
e Map of old growth forests of Finland
Sale 173100000 ©Toiga Rescue Networ, 1389

GREENPEACE

September 2003

Reindeer in old-growth forest in
Lapland Finland
© Greenpeace/Liimatainen

“We have gotten to know
the ‘negotiations’ of
Metsahallitus during the
years. There are plenty of
noble principles and fancy
words, but in practice we
have been the ones to give
in all the time. If we at some
site have, with great effort,
managed to postpone a
logging by some years, the
same amount of timber has
been taken from elsewhere.
Quite recently there has
been a logging that we were
not even given prior notice
of. This is called with fancy
terms ‘negotiation’ and
‘participatory planning’.
Sami herders’ letter to the
Inarilainen newspaper,

March 2001

12 In order to verify achievement of the
above steps, these companies must establish
independent systems allowing them to trace
timber products back to specific forest
management units. If action is not
immediately taken to address these issues
then contracts with these companies should
be suspended.
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