Throughout the world, ancient forests? are in crisis. Some 80% of the original ancient forest
cover is already degraded or destroyed. As part of its campaign to save the world’s remaining
ancient forests Greenpeace is carrying out investigations into forest products companies
involved in illegal, destructive and abusive activities, and calling on consumers, trading
partners and governments to stop their role in driving this unscrupulous industry.

While the threat to the world’s ancient tropical forests is well known, the threat to the last
remnants of ancient forest in Europe are just as pressing. Even in a wealthy, forest-rich
nation like Finland, industrial logging is jeopardising the survival of the country’s last
ancient — or old-growth — forests. These forests are crucial for maintaining biodiversity and
the traditional livelihoods of the indigenous Sami communities. In Finland, these old-growth
forests — forests that are in or close to their natural state - are located largely in the north
and east of the country (see Map 1). Comprising at most 5 percent of the country’s 20
million hectares of forest, these high conservation value forests (HCVFs) support hundreds
of species including the IUCN red-listed flying squirrel (Pteromys volans), the Siberian jay
(Perisoreus infaustus) and the three-toed woodpecker (Picoides tridactylus).

Despite the calls from scientists and conservationists for increased levels of protection for
these endangered old growth and high conservation-value forests2 (HCVFs), the Finnish
government continues to log these rare and vulnerable habitats, driven by demand from the
country’s massive international paper industry.
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Finnish paper trade threatens forest survival

the UK, Ringier in Switzerland, Mondadori Printing in Italy. Also, major stationary product
suppliers, like the German Herlitz and AWA Couvert, the Swedish Bong Group, the copy
paper suppliers OCE (NL) and Canon (Japan) and leading packaging producers like SCA
(Sweden), Roba (Germany) and Duropack (Austria).

Any company buying from these Finnish paper giants should therefore be aware that it may
be contributing to the destruction of Europe’s remaining old-growth forests and to the
decimation of the biological and cultural diversity these forests support.

Pulp Fiction

While the scientific and other expert evidence points firmly towards a need for further forest
protection (see Box 1) — and an immediate stop to all logging in state-owned old-growth
forest — Metsdhallitus and the rest of the forest products industry justify their actions using
corporate greenwash10, making misleading claims and continue to engage in negotiations
through a ‘talk and log’ process.

Box 1: Expert opinion on Finland’s forests and their protection

“The effects of forest management are the most significant cause of the endangerment
of species in Finland.”
Finnish Ministry of Environment, October 2000

Expert opinion on the current conservation status of Finland’s forests reveals that:

e Finnish Environment Institute (2000): ‘Neither the number nor the total area of
protected forest areas in Finland is ecologically sufficient to conserve its biodiversity

in the future’

e University of Helskinki (1999): “Unless all near natural, old-growth forests are
protected from industrial logging, then mass extinction of species is likely’11

o Metsihallitus (1999-2000): ‘Planned activities of Metsahallitus in the north and east
of Finland will result in the continued fragmentation of old-growth forests and the

loss of biodiversity’

e Finnish Environment Institute (1999): ‘Present reserve network needs to be enlarged
and that the old-growth forests in northern and eastern Finland should be protected’

® Kainuu Regional Environment Centre (2002): ‘The fragmentation of forest landscapes
and decreasing of dead wood caused by forestry is still threatening the survival of species
living in old-growth forests’

Finland Resumes its destruction of Old-growth forests

Metsahallitus had initiated a moratorium on logging in the last of Finland’s old growth
forests in late June 2003, but by mid-August, the moratorium was first cancelled in the

Sami area where Metsahallitus announced it will soon start logging in several areas crucial
for reindeer herding livelihood of the indigenous Sami people. Furthermore, they are initially
planning to log in at least 50 more areas of old-growth forests located in Northern and
Eastern Finland this fall. These areas include habitats of red-listed species and forests
identified by governmental research authority as important areas for protection of
ecological values.
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3 Finnish Forest Industries Federation
website (17.03.03 a, b)

4 Despite its tens of millions of hectares
of productive forest (i.e.: forest capable of
yielding at least 1 cubic meter per hectare
each year) logging still takes place in Finland’s
increasingly threatened old-growth forest.

5 The Fennoscandia region’s remaining
indigenous people, the Sami, live in the
northern parts of Sweden, Finland and
Norway as well as the Murmansk region
of Russia.

6 Greenpeace (2001) Anything goes? Report
on PEFC certified Finnish forestry.

7 In 2001 Metsahallitus produced 4,629,000
cubic meters of wood, representing 8.7
percent of Finland’s roundwood loggings that
year. Finnish Forest Research Institute (2002)

8 Finnish Forest Industries Federation
website (17.03.03 c).

9 These figures from 2000 are in terms

of value.

Finnish Forest Research Institute (2001b);
Finnish Forest Industries Federation (2001).

10 Metsahallitus and the paper giants make
much of the fact that Finnish forests have
been certified by the industry driven forest
certification scheme FFCS (Finnish Forest
Certification System) claiming environmental
credibility as a result. A survey of 55 FFCS-
certified forestry operations found more than
30 examples of logging or plans for logging in
old-growth forest and several more in HCVFs-
including areas that are critical to developing
an effective forest protection network in
southern Finland. Almost all operations

were found to be ignoring the presence of
threatened species; some also posed a serious
threat to the economic and cultural survival of
the Sami. Greenpeace and Finnish Nature
League (2001)

11 Hanski | (1999) Article in Helsingin
Sanomat, 09.01.99
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